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METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME AMENDMENT NO 1239/41 — GIDGEGANNUP URBAN 
PRECINCT — DISALLOWANCE 

Motion 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [5.20 pm] — in reply: Before questions without notice, in 
right of reply, I was summing up some of the discussions and saying that urban deferred zoning gives the 
community no benefit whatsoever and advantages only a few, and that moving to urban deferred zoning should 
not be considered as only the start of the planning process, because in fact it has started, and it started a really 
long time ago. The Minister for Mental Health pointed out that a number of planning documents about 
Gidgegannup and the hills exist, so some of that planning had occurred. Indeed, there are documents, but they 
are outdated and no longer relevant to what is being proposed here. This process, as Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson 
pointed out, is flawed, particularly because it does not follow the usual process of having a structure plan and of 
that being consulted on. I do not know why that has not happened. 

The other concern about moving to urban deferred zoning is that it could, on the other hand, cause a hiatus, as 
has happened for 15 to 20 years in Parkerville and Stoneville, and it seems that no lessons have been learnt from 
that. Those communities still sit without any development and without any progress. The other problem with 
moving to urban deferred zoning is that that area will no longer be zoned rural, and that is a major concern for 
the people who live there and for business owners. Hon Rick Mazza pointed out that he was under the 
impression that there had been some steps forward to address some of these concerns, particularly around 
electricity. I am not sure where he got that information, but I am sure the local residents would like to know that 
and to know what steps forward there have been, because when one refers to the report of submissions and 
transcripts of hearings on the amendment, one sees that Western Power clearly says that there are no 
developments in that area. If there are developments, that is great, but what are they, who has developed them 
and why have the residents not been told about them? That is the point of all of this process: to engage the 
residents. In fact, that is also part of the problem to date—that is, although there has been a master plan, and the 
minister pointed out that there was a master plan, that master plan was from a previous old proposal, not from 
what is currently being proposed. 

I take offence at the minister’s remarks about the people of Gidgegannup—in fact, I am disgusted at the 
minister’s remarks about the people of Gidgegannup, saying that they support development when in fact they do 
not. I am outraged by that, because I think that is deliberately misrepresenting the good people of Gidgegannup 
who signed a petition and said that they are not antidevelopment. 
Hon Helen Morton: Which minister are you referring to? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: The minister said that the people of Gidgegannup — 
Hon Helen Morton: Which minister? 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: You, the minister, said that the people of Gidgegannup are not supportive of 
development even though they say they are. 

Hon Helen Morton: I was referring to you. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Me? 

Hon Helen Morton: Yes. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I am supportive of development, so I am disgusted by you suggesting — 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Liz Behjat): Order! Hon Alanna Clohesy, I remind you to address your 
comments through the Chair and not to either invite or engage in interjections across the chamber, and you will 
be able to use the seven minutes that are remaining. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Either way, a number of us are supportive of development done in a clear, open, 
transparent and informed way, not in an ad hoc way, and not without consultation. The minister also pointed out 
that the Parkerville–Stoneville concerns about the urban deferred zoning were unwarranted, but here we are, 
20 years later, and nothing has happened. 

Hon Helen Morton: In relation to water and sewerage—I said it quite explicitly. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: In relation to sewerage, the minister pointed out that there have been some 
developments in this area too. What developments have taken place? How have the people of Gidgegannup been 
involved in that, and how have they been told about that? 
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Let us move on to roads. A range of people are concerned about safety on our roads, including the people of 
Gidgegannup. They have experienced some incredible accidents on their roads, and some very tragic loss of life. 
The question is: has the government committed $30 million, as requested by Main Roads, to upgrade 
Toodyay Road? We do not know because the question was not able to be answered, and the act of good grace of 
transferring the question on to the Minister for Transport was not undertaken. 

There is a fundamental difference between what we see as important steps in the process, and what the 
government sees as important steps in the process. One of those is the level of consultation with residents and the 
way in which residents are listened to. Previous developments, prior to urban deferred zoning, have had quite 
substantial resident input. 

Hon Alyssa Hayden: This is not even a development approval. 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: So, it is not even a development; what is it then? If it is not a development, why is 
there a need to move it to urban deferred zoning? 

The minister mentioned a bushfire plan and that it had no fatal flaws, but that relates to Gidgegannup as it 
currently is, not as a proposed development with a population of around 5 000 and 1 500 to 2 000 housing lots. 
One of the major fatal flaws in the bushfire plan is that there is only one road in and out. The other fatal flaw 
relates to communications. The minister said that there should not be any problem with connecting the 
development to telecommunications. The question is: how and when? Does the government have some insight 
into the national broadband network being rolled out into Gidgegannup that the opposition does not have? If that 
is the case, tell us, but I really do not think that that is the case. 

In summary, as I said, there are some fundamental differences in the understanding of why it is important to 
follow proper process. As Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson stated, the structure plan has not been released. There is 
also an opportunity to continue discussions and bring into the area the kind of planning experience required to 
engage in discussions before we move to urban deferred. That is the proper process. Moving to urban deferred 
without any further consultation will prohibit the involvement of residents in any planning opportunities further 
down the track. 

I would like to thank members for their contributions to this debate. I would also like to encourage them to talk 
to the locals and to look at the range of information that is available, particularly the reports and submissions on 
how much more work is needed before development can progress, and at the history of the area and some very 
important documents on issues that we have not had time to discuss today, including sustainability, biodiversity, 
Aboriginal history, lifestyle and population development, which are contained in the Gidgegannup Progress 
Association’s 2007 report on the development of Gidgegannup. This is evidence that the people of Gidgegannup 
want sustainable development and they want to be involved in the decision-making. I urge members to support 
the disallowance motion. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken, the Acting President (Hon Liz Behjat) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (13) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Sue Ellery Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson Hon Samantha Rowe (Teller) 
Hon Alanna Clohesy Hon Adele Farina Hon Sally Talbot  
Hon Stephen Dawson Hon Lynn MacLaren Hon Ken Travers  
Hon Kate Doust Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich Hon Darren West  
 

Noes (22) 

Hon Martin Aldridge Hon Peter Collier Hon Alyssa Hayden Hon Michael Mischin 
Hon Ken Baston Hon Brian Ellis Hon Col Holt Hon Helen Morton 
Hon Liz Behjat Hon Donna Faragher Hon Peter Katsambanis Hon Simon O’Brien 
Hon Jacqui Boydell Hon Nick Goiran Hon Mark Lewis Hon Phil Edman (Teller) 
Hon Paul Brown Hon Dave Grills Hon Rick Mazza  
Hon Jim Chown Hon Nigel Hallett Hon Robyn McSweeney  
Question thus negatived. 
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